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therefore, seemed the natural counterpart of our agreement with France; and Russia having expressed her willingness, the Government set to work to prepare the ground for it in the usual way, by arranging for a visit of the British fleet to Cronstadt in July of this year (1906).
But the announcement of this brought angry remonstrances from Radicals, who thought it intolerable that British sailors should fraternize with " Tsarist assassins," and seeing the storm that threatened, the Russian Government intimated that it would prefer the visit postponed. When July came, there was further embarrassment. The Government had on the establishment of the Russian Parliament or of a change of heart in the Russian tyrant, newly created assembly was abruptly 1 ukase after an existence of only six wing day it fell to the Prime Minister trliamentary Union, a body comprising iie European Parliaments (and on this pecial representation from the Russian ;o hold its opening Conference in the jae Palace of Westminster. There could . more testing occasion. It was impossible Uy Government in public before such an *cn more impossible to pass over in silence + which was in the minds of all present. The met the occasion in a speech which was long a triumph of fine feeling and skilfol expression:
in from saying for myself, and I am sure for everyone historic assembly, how glad we are to welcome among >resentatives of the youngest of Parliaments—the Russian sptf regret the circumstances of their appearance in our 5H$mce to think, of good augury for your movement and Europe that the first official act of the Russian Parliament airs outside the Russian Empire has been to authorize come here to Westminster and to join hands with us in those great principles of peace and goodwill which were adtaaced by die head of the Russian State, the author f tfi* Hague Conference. I make no comment on the i n^difid us this morning; this is neither the place nor c tfca^ We have not a sufficient acquaintance with the poi^tso justify or criticize. But this at least we can se our hopes cm die parliamentary system—new negotia-
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